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Vernon Miles Today at 2:30pm

Cut-through traf�c protections along Duke Street could go into effect early
next year

The City of Alexandria is looking to move forward with Phase 1 of a pilot program that could help reshape tra�c patterns on
Duke Street.

The pilot program will start in Phase 1 with changes to signal timing on Quaker Lane and along Duke Street for routes to
Telegraph Road, an access point to I-395 that sees frequent backup during rush hour periods.

According to a presentation to the Tra�c and Parking Board, the pilot would increase signal timing for tra�c on Quaker Lane
and closer to the Duke Street-Telegraph Road interchange while decreasing signal timing on side streets during the afternoon
rush hour, from 4-7 p.m.

The goal is to cut down on cut-through tra�c going through the nearby neighborhoods, which locals have said makes life
miserable for those in neighborhoods just north of the crowded interchange. The pilot would, in theory, make cutting through
slower and a less attractive option.

The �rst phase of the pilot would run through March 2022.

If the �rst phase of the pilot achieves those goals, it could come back later that year for Phase 2, which would re-implement
those changes starting in August and would prohibit access to Telegraph road from West Taylor Run Parkway — a connecting
street just north of the interchange and one where residents blame cut-through tra�c for repeated crashes.
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The presentation reiterated that the goal of the pilot is to keep the tra�c to I-495 o� the neighborhood streets and on arterial
roads.

It won’t all be roses, though, and the city warned the pilot could have some growing pains for locals.

“In the �rst few weeks, more vehicles could queue on neighborhood streets until they realize those routes are not faster,” the
city said. “If you live in the neighborhood and want to access Duke Street before 4 p.m. and 7 p.m., it could take you longer.”

Overall the presentation said the city will monitor the impact of the pilot to see if there’s a decrease in travel times on arterial
routes and an increase of travel times on neighborhood streets, and to see whether tra�c increases on nearby Quaker Lane as
drivers adjust.

#Duke Street
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harrycanary • 2 hours ago • edited

• Reply •

Fort Williams Parkway and neighborhood roads already A JOKE! This will make it much worse!!
△ ▽

Ken Notis  • an hour ago

• Reply •

> harrycanary

How exactly would this make it worse?
△ ▽

Alexandria Person • 3 hours ago

• Reply •

I still don't understand why they didn't pilot jersey barriers (or something similar that's more substantial than the
existing bollards) to prevent Taylor Run-to-Telegraph traffic AND people blowing past the bollards to cut over onto the
Telegraph ramp at the last minute. It's easily reversible if it turns out to be a terrible idea but I feel like those 2 things
have been the causes of most of the jackassery I've seen through that stretch.
△ ▽
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School Board District B candidate Ashley Simpson Baird
says ACPS needs to focus on English-language learners
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Ashley Simpson Baird says widespread un�nished learning within the Latino community is a result of the pandemic, and the
District B candidate for the Alexandria School Board wants the city’s…

Read more →
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James Cullum Today at 1:10pm

District A School Board candidate Ish Boyle says ACPS
needs leaders who can handle a crisis
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District A School Board candidate Aloysius “Ish” Boyle says he’s a proven leader, and that Alexandria City Public Schools is
still in crisis mode. Boyle, a retired Marine Corps captain…

Read more →
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Alexandria preps COVID-19 vaccine availability for kids
aged 5-11
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Alexandria is planning on expanding vaccine availability to children ages 5-11, while waiting on the go-ahead from the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration…

Read more →
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Alexandria seeking applicants for community policing
review board
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The City of Alexandria is looking for locals to comprise the new Independent Community Policing Review Board, a body
created by the City Council last year as part of an…

Read more →
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